Case report: trouble-shooting for difficult cases of common bile duct stones with endoscopic treatment.
A case of basket catheter impaction was experienced during treatment for a common bile duct (CBD) stone. In cases of large CBD stones, mechanical basket lithotripsy or extracorporeal shock wave lithotripsy (ESWL) is usually carried out. However, once basket catheter impaction occurs, ESWL should be performed in the remaining basket catheter, which is passed through the patient's nose, and further ESWL basket lithotripsy must be carried out at a later time. On one occasion, a mechanical lithotripter was inserted along-side the conventional basket catheter through the incised papilla. This procedure is a safe and useful method for the clearance of CBD stones that cannot be removed with standard endoscopic procedures due to an impacted basket catheter.